
Vacant Lots in Williamsburg, BK

Census Tract 555

There are lack of open spaces in Williasmburg, 
can the vacant lots be used as possible new inventory?



First major vacant lot in the census tract, located along Kent Av-
enue. According to PLUTO database size is about 23,000 sqft, 
however it is privately owned.

Although can be a potential open space for the study area, would 
need a lot of work to try and convince the owners to collaborate 
with the client.

The fences enclosing the lot 
seems to be leased out for ad-
vertisements, shown being 
hand-painted above.

Site: 1



Another vacant lot right behind the previous one, directly facing 
the waterfront. While according to PLUTO the vacant lot is only  
9,000 sqft, there seems to a larger vacant lot available extending 
over two blocks.

Further study and verification will be required to determine 
whether this lot can be considered as potential open space for 
the study area.

Site: 2



A perculiar vacant lot along Wythe Avenue, fairly inaccessible as 
the frontage is blocked by a vehicular acess.

However, its existing condition seems to be a garden or lawn, 
making it easy for conversion to public open space. Thus, apart 
from its accessibility and private ownership, it has much potential 
to be part of study area’s open space inventory.

Site: 3



Another large vacant lot found in the corner of North 6th Street 
and Wythe Avenue. According to PLUTO it is the culmination of 
3 lots, with a total of  7,500 sqft, however similar to the first lot it 
is privately owned and it is fairly difficult to see what is within the 
enclosing fences.

There was another lot across, but its undergoing development.

There was a small hole close to 
the main door, and a glimpse 
of the site can been, presence 
of litter imply the site is poorly 
maintained.

Site: 4



Replicating 
Visits to the 
Study Area
Similar analysis are conducted 
for each of the Census Tracts for 
the Study Area, as shown by the 
map.

Findings will be consolidated 
so as to make a comparison to 
the  Community District data.



Prioritizing Publicly-Owned Vacant Lots

Study Area*
in Acres

Community District 1
in Acres

66.3
(74%)

23.823.8

23.8
(26%)

28.0
(71%)

11.2
(29%)

As it would be easier to work with the government rather than private owners.

Source: PLUTO 2016

Private

Public



Net Inventory of Vacant Lots
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The earlier site visit, has found that several of vacant lots identified by PLUTO are no longer 
vacant. 

Public Vacant Lots 
within the Study Area

0 2 4 6 8 1210

In Acres

4.5
(40%)

6.6
(60%)

As shown above, 6.6 acres, which is about 40% of the publicly-owned vacant lots are already 
built up.



Id

Converting Vacant to Open Space
Utilizing Parkland Alienation as basis  to convert vacant lots to additonal open space.

Identify suitable 
vacant lots

Propose sites and attain 
approval from the Municpality

More open space for 
the Study Area!

Identify unused parkland sites

Construction of 
new open space

For conversion of additional lots



Deciding on the type of Open Space

Parks

Courts & Plazas

Playground & Active Fields

Community Gardens

Types of Open Space Greening Relaxation
Healthy 
Lifestyle

Community 
Bonding

Different types of open space will satisfy different set of needs.



WORKING FILE

SKETCHES & DRAFTS



Vacant Lots in Williamsburg, BK
Census Tract 555



The Journey
Using NYC PLUTO database of Vacant Lots



Starting Point
Demarcated as Vacant Lot but seems 
to be already built up as North Ferry 
Park

Fairly good condition with ample 
amenities such as benches and walk-
ways along the river.



Area is very clean, and seems to be 
open to the general public, can be 
considered as a public open space for 
Williamsburg CT 555.

Also noticed the ferry coming in during 
the visit. 



Adjacent vacant lots seem to be already 
built up as well as a riverside walkway, 
in front of the new residential building.
Many people uses this space for a 
stroll, photo-taking

Have breathtaking views of the Man-
hattan skyline.
Possible integration with existing green-
way?



A relatively large lot along Kent Av, no 
proposed development identified from 
site observation.

Irt seems the fencing enclosing the site 
might have been rented out to advertis-
ing (impressively hand-painted)

A quick peek show site is vacant, with 
no on going development whatsoever.



Interestingly there seems to be another 
vacant lot which was not recognized by 
the PLUTO database

Perhaps it have only been recently de-
molished and not incorporated into the 
2016 data.

Might need to follow up for verification 
purpose.



Behind the previous site, also identified 
a larger vacant lot along the waterfront

According to PLUTO the vacant lot 
here is only a small 9,000 sqft which is 
inscribed somewhere within the site.

Might need further study to verify who 
the larger area belongs to.



Further south, another vacant lot across 
the Wlliam Sheridan Playground.

However it is sandwiched between two 
residential developments.

The ongoing construction also make it 
hard to take a close up picture



A secluded open space located along 
Wythe Av, sandwiched between two 
residential buildings.

Fairly inaccessible since the front of 
the area is a vehicle access and main 
entrance are obstructed.



Another vacant lot demarcated for a 
mixed used development.



One of the bigger vacant lots, seems to 
be vacant for sometime judging from 
the condition within the site itself

Corner site located across the previous 
mixed development site.



Vacant Lot Icon



Vacant Lot Icon
Vacant lot icons available online is not really recognizeable, perhaps 
bettrer to create an orignal one.



Bars & Graphs
Comparing vacant lots in the Study Area vs Community District 1



Vizualizing Sequence
Showing the process of how to convert Vacant lot to Open Space



Color vs Grayscale

Plain and Simple, but may 
need some contrast from 
color of the arrow

Better contrast and relates 
well to the component it 
represents.



Types of Charts
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